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ROOT CAUSE

Å Homelessness is 

closely connected to 

declines in physical

and mental health.

Å Homeless persons 

experience high rates 

of health problems, 

such as HIV infection, 

alcohol and drug

abuse, mental illness, 

tuberculosis, and 

other conditions. POVERTY



2018: Most people experiencing 

homelessness 

1. New York 

2. LA 

3. Seattle area 

4. San Diego area 

5. San Jose area (D.C. was 5th in 2017)      





HOMELESS POPULATION
OVER 610,000, 2018

*California has 12% of U.S. population and 24% of U.S. homeless 



WHAT DOES PUBLIC HEALTH HAVE 
TO DO WITH HOMELESSNESS?

ÁHomeless individuals are at risk for many 

diseases because of:

ÁLimited access to sanitation and hygiene

ÁBarriers to medical care

Á Increased exposures to infectious 

diseases and inability to self-isolate   

when ill (e.g., TB, hepatitis A)



WHAT DOES PUBLIC HEALTH HAVE 
TO DO WITH HOMELESSNESS?

Á Impacted by environmental-related factors:

Á Extreme temperatures (e.g., heat & cold)

Á Disasters (e.g., fires)

ÁLimited access to optimal nutrition or physical 

activity 

ÁHealth needs of homeless children may not be 

addressed (e.g., behind on vaccinations)



POPULATION-SPECIFICCHALLENGES

ÁLack of transportation

ÁCommunication with the 

population is difficult

ÁDifficult to reach for outreach and 

interview

ÁLow vaccination rates among 

adults for CDC indications (e.g., 

hepatitis A) 



NEEDS OF THE HOMELESS 

Survival

MASLOW'S 

HIERARCHY OF NEEDS 

Maslow's hierarchy of needs is a description of the needs that motivate human behavior. 





AT RISK FOR ILLNESS



MURINE TYPHUS
LOS ANGELES, FEBRUARY 2019

Á Acute febrile illness caused by Rickettsia typhi, is distributed 

worldwide. 

Á Mainly transmitted by fleas of rodents, associated with cities and ports 

where urban rats (Rattus rattus and Rattus norvegicus) are abundant. 

Á In the US, cases are concentrated in TX and CA.

Á Contrary to the classic rat-flea-rat cycle,                                                                             

most important reservoirs of infection                                                                               

in these areas are opossums and cats. 

Á Cat flea, Ctenocephalides felis,                                                                           

has been identified as principal vector. 

Photo: CDC



PUBLIC HEALTH CONCERNS
SAN DIEGO, APRIL 2018

13

WOUND BOTULISM

Á6 cases of wound 

botulism San Diego 

County in the Spring 

2018, including one 

death

ÁCases are linked to the 

use of black tar heroin



SEATTLE, WASHINGTON
FEB/MARCH 2018

14

OUTBREAKS AMONG HOMELESS IN SEATTLE AND ALASKA

ÁGroup A streptococcus

ÁShigella

ÁBartonella Quintana (Trench fever due to body louse)







http://diymaps.net/
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